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FOREWORD

The Report for Florida's Public Community Colleges is intended to
provide information with which to answer those questions most frequently
asked by members of the legislature, state agencies, external agencies,
citizens, administration, faculty and students. The data presented
herein are of two catagories: that describing the history, organization,
goals and philosophy of the community college system; and, that consisting
of descriptive statistics for enrollments, personnel, academic programs,
physical facilities and finances.

Information in this report is compiled from a series of reports

submitted to the Division by the colleges.
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INTRODUCTION

In 1957 the State Board of Education adopted the Community College
Council's long-range plan to provide post-high school educational opportuni-
ties within commuting distance of 99 percent of the state's population. When
the 28th community college opens in the fall of 1972, this long-range plan will
be essentially complete. 1In the development and implementation of this plan,
Florida became a national model for long-range planning and for the orderly
development of a statewide system of community colleges.

The Florida system has also received national recognition because of its
unusual balance of local control with state coordination and support. Florida's
community colleges are locally controlled institutions operating within a
broad framework of State Board of Education Regulations that provide minimum
standards and essential systemwide coordination. Originally the colleges were
developed as components of local school systems and were operated by Boards
of Public Instruction. In 1968, the Legislature established independent local
Boards of Trustees and gave those boards corporate authority for operating
community colleges within the framework of law and state regulations. Effec-

tive in 1971 the local school boards will be relieved of all financial
responsibility for community colleges, and the total cost of the Minimum
Foundation Program will be provided by the state, with additional funding
coming from minimal student fees,

State level administration and coordination is provided by the Department
of Education through the Division of Community Colleges with the advice and
support of a lay State Junior College Council. The Council is composed of
seven prominent citizens appointed to overlapping terms by the State Board of

Education.




From the outset, Florida's community colleges have been designed as compre-
hensive institutions and are so described in both law and regulation. The
Florida Statutes provide that the community colleges shall serve the post-high
school educational needs of local communities by providing education in three
major areas:

1. adult continuing education, including community services:

2. occupational education;

3. general and academic education parallel to that of first and second
years of the State University System.






